
Liqu efied petroleu m  gas (LPG ), n orm ally  referred to as sim ply -  gas -  is u sed to pow er           

m ost stoves, h eaters an d n on -electric  lan tern s for cam pin g. LPG  com es as a liqu id            

h eld u n der pressu re in  a cylin der or cartridge an d on ly becom es a gas w h en  released           

from  th e con tain er. G et free h elp an d safety advice w h en  you             join  th e C lu b     .

Some t im es  the  ga s  tha t  is  re le a sed  from  the  cyl inde r ha s  to  be  ad jus ted  to  a  s u itab le  pre s sure

fo r the  app l iance s  to  ope ra te  prope rly and th is  means  us ing  a  regu la to r. W hen empty, the

cyl inde r o r ca rt ridge  is  d is ca rded o r e xchanged fo r a  fu l l  one . Tw o  d iffe rent  ga se s  a re  used  -

propane  o r butane  - and  the se  have  s l ight ly d iffe rent  cha ra cte ris t ics . Th is  gu ide  is  in tended to

he lp  you w ith  your cho ice  and s a fe  use  o f ga s  equ ipment .

G as cartridges and cy linders for ten t
cam ping
Fo r s imp le  cooking  purpose s  many sma ll camping  s tove s  use  d is posab le  ca rt ridge s  tha t  s crew  o r

cl ip  on to  the  equ ipment  and pow e r the  device  d ire ct ly. W hen empty they a re  d is ca rded

(fo l low ing  d is posa l gu ide l ine s ) and rep la ced. They come  in  tw o  type s  - p ie rceab le  o r w ith  an

integra l va lve  - a s  w e l l  a s  a  w ide  range  o f s iz e s , s hape s  and capacity.

W hen a  p ie rceab le  ca rt ridge  is  f i t te d  to  the  app l iance  a  ho l low  sp ike  puncture s  the  ca rt ridge ,

w hich re le a se s  the  ga s  to  the  app l iance . O nce  f it te d  it  canno t  be  removed w ithout  le t t ing  the

gas  e s cape . P ie rceab le  ca rt ridge s  o f d iffe rent  make s  a re  usua l ly in te rchangeab le , but  they shou ld

com ply w ith  European Standa rd  EN417 type  200.
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More  e xpens ive , but  gene ra l ly s a fe r and e a s ie r to  us e , a re

ca rt ridge s  w ith  an integra l va lve . They can be  removed from  the

app l iance  w hen t rave l l ing , thus  s aving  the  ga s  ins ide  a s  the  va lve

re sea ls  the  ca rt ridge . Mos t  o f the se  ca rt ridge s  have  s crew  f it t ings

com plying  w ith  EN417 type  200. Some  app l iance  manufa cture rs

provide  un ique  ca rt ridge s  and f it t ings  tha t  t ie  you in  to  tha t

s pe cif ic manufa cture r fo r re f i l ls . I f you choose  one  o f the se  che ck

the  ava i la b i l i ty o f re f i l ls  in  the  a rea  you a re  t rave l l ing .

O the r app l iance s  use  re f i l la b le  cyl inde rs  tha t  a re  la rge r ga s

conta ine rs  (o ften ca l le d  bo t t le s ) and requ ire  a  cl ip -on o r s crew -on regu la to r to  re gu la te  the  ga s

pre s sure  de l ive red  to  the  app l iance . P robab ly the  mos t  popu la r and w ide ly ava i la b le  range  o f ga s

ca rt ridge s  and cyl inde rs  is  the  Campingaz  range  (s ee  tab le  1).

Larger cy linders
Fo r longe r t rips , s ome  tent  campe rs  l ike  to  us e  cyl inde rs  w ith  more  capacity than the  Campingaz

range  supp l ie s . Tab le  2 s how s  the  va rious  type s  o f cyl inde rs  mos t  commonly found in  the  U K  and

the ir w e ights  and d im ens ions .

Y ou a ls o  need to  ensure  you have  the  co rre ct  re gu la to r to  s u it  the  type  o f ga s  and cyl inde r

out le ts . Butane  regu la to rs  o ften have  a  s imp le  cl ip -on regu la to r but  la rge  propane  cyl inde rs  w il l

no rma lly need a  s panne r to  f it  them  - and it  w i l l  be  a  le ft -hand thread, s o  turn ing  clo ckw is e

uns crew s  it . No rma lly butane  camping  app l iance s  w il l  re qu ire  a  28mba r regu la to r and propane

app l iance s  a  30mba r o r 37mba r regu la to r, but  a lw ays  che ck the  app l iance  ins t ruct ions .

W hile  the  la rge r s iz ed  cyl inde rs  may be  cheape r pe r un it  o f ga s , the  sma lle r un it s  a re  usua l ly

pre fe rab le  on the  ba s is  o f e a se  o f t ranspo rt , s a fe ty in  t ra ve l and  s tab i l i ty w hen s tand ing  on the

cam ps ite .

W hich  gas?
The  type  o f ga s  to  us e  fo r camping  depends  ma in ly on the

tempe ra ture . P ropane  can be  used  a l l  the  yea r round w hile  l iqu id

butane  is  ha rd  to  turn to  ga s  a t  anyth ing  be low  about  4C. Now

tha t  the  price  o f the  tw o  ga se s  is  ve ry s im ila r the re  is  l i t t le

advantage  to  buying  butane , though you do  ge t  ma rg ina l ly more

ene rgy from  a  butane  cyl inde r than a  propane  one  o f the  s ame

vo lume . Many o f the  sma lle r ca rt ridge s  w il l  have  a  m ixture  o f

propane  and butane  tha t  s hou ld  be  s u itab le  fo r mos t  a ct ivit ie s  a l l

ye a r round.

Many sm a ll camping  ca rt ridge s  o ften have  a  b le nd  o f bo th

com mon gas se s  s o  they can o ffe r a  w ide r pe rfo rmance  range , s ome t ime  augmented  w ith  a

de riva t ive  o f butane  ca l le d  is obutane , they'l l  s t i l l  g ive  adequa te  pe rfo rmance  w hen in  s ub-ze ro

cond it ions .

Locating LP G  cy linders



In  re cent  yea rs  it  ha s  been d iff icu lt  to  lo ca te  s u itab le  cyl inde rs , no rma lly camping  and ca ravan

acce s so ry s hops  and s ome t imes  fue l s ta t ions  may have  su itab le  s to ck. Mos t  o f the  brands  have

ma jo r depo ts  tha t  may ho ld  a  s to ck o f cyl inde rs  s o  che ck the ir w ebs ite  (l is te d  he re  in  Conta cts )

fo r the  la te s t  in fo rm a t ion a s  they may e ven de l ive r to  your doo r. The  Camping-Gas  w ebs ite  ha s  a

up to  da te  d ire cto ry o f re ta i le rs  fo r cyl inde rs , us e  the  lo ca t ion s upp l ie r o r s iz e  f i l te rs  fo r the  be s t

re su lt s . Rem embe r to  ca l l  f irs t  to  ensure  the  re ta i le r s t i l l  p rovide s  the  requ ired  s e rvice  and avo id

a  w as ted  journey.

T ouring abroad
Check be fo re  you t rave l fo r the  ru le s  tha t  may app ly to  ca rrying  ga s  cyl inde rs , fo r e xample  on

fe rrie s  o r through the  Channe l Tunne l. Y ou canno t  ca rry any pre s suris ed  ga s  ca rt ridge  o r cyl inde r

on an a ircra ft . LPG supp l ie s  in  Europe  a re  gene ra l ly d iffe rent  from  U K and you may no t  be  ab le  to

exchange  your brand o f cyl inde rs  and a s  you t rave l you may no t ice  e a ch count ry ha s  it s  ow n b ig

brands . O ne  o f the  advantage s  o f Campingaz  is  it s  w ide  ava i la b i l i ty in  W es te rn Europe . The

com pany ha s  a  use fu l w ebs ite  (s e e  conta cts ) tha t  a l low s  you to  lo ca te  Campingaz  out le ts

abroad. 

Sma ll cam ping  ca rt ridge s  a re  re ad i ly a va i la b le  throughout  ma in land Europe , the  brand may be

d iffe rent  but  the  contents  w il l  a l l  be  broad ly the  s ame .

M ain tenance
A ll ga s  app l iance s  need regu la r che cking  to  ensure  they a re  ope ra t ing  s a fe ly. Gene ra l ly w ith

s imp le  cam ping  ga s  equ ipment  you need to  be  s ens ib le  about  us ing  them .

Make  sure  a l l  conne ct ions  a re  s e cure  and neve r us e  an app l iance  tha t  appea rs  to  be  le aking .

Inspe ct  a l l  hose s  regu la rly fo r s igns  o f cra cking  o r o the r de te rio ra t ion and rep la ce  them  a t  le a s t

e ve ry f ive  yea rs . The  da te  o f manufa cture  s hou ld  be  s tamped on the  hose . Che ck the  hose

clamps  a re  s ound.





S afety



LPG shou ld  be  a  s a fe  product  i f  p rope rly hand led  and

used. It  is  non-toxic and w il l  on ly burn w hen suff icie nt

a ir is  p re s ent , but  then it  is  h igh ly f lammable .

Cooking  ins ide  a  tent  is  no t  advis ab le , un le s s  a

su itab le  cooking  a rea  is  p rovided  such a s  one  in  a

t ra i le r te nt  w ith  kit chen annex and p lenty o f

vent i la t ion. Mode rn s ynthe t ic fabrics  us ed  fo r te nts

have  many advantage s  but  te nd  to  be  fa r more

sus cept ib le  to  hea t  damage  than co t ton canvas  and do

no t  provide  a s  m uch vent i la t ion. Cooking  outs ide  can be  done  unde r a  po rch canopy, but  make

sure  the  app l iance  is  kept  w e l l  aw ay from  the  tent  fabric. In  a l l  ca s e s  be  aw a re  o f the  dange rs  o f

ca rbon m onoxide  po is on ing  - s e e  on l ine  a t  w w w .myccc.co .uk/CO sa fe ty fo r more  de ta i ls .

Vent i la t ion is  impo rtant  a s  ga s  app l iance s  g ive  o ff the

products  o f combus t ion and can the re fo re  be  dange rous

ins ide  a  tent , e spe cia l ly i f  us ed  fo r long  pe riods .

Remembe r they w il l  us e  oxygen a s  they burn, s o  e ven

a  ga s  lante rn can e ventua l ly dange rous ly dep le te  the

brea thab le  a ir ins ide . Mode rn tents , e spe cia l ly those

w ith  s ew n-in  groundshee ts , have  vent i la t ion de s igned

fo r peop le , no t  ga s  app l iance s .

Grea t  ca re  needs  to  be  taken w hen chang ing  cyl inde rs

o r ca rt ridge s . Make  sure  you a re  fam il ia r w ith  the  w ay the  ca rt ridge  o r cyl inde r f it s  on the

app l iance  o r re gu la to r and a lw ays  ca rry out  the  changeove r in  the  open a ir, neve r in  a  tent  o r

bu i ld ing  and neve r nea r naked f lames . D is pose  o f empty ga s  conta ine rs  w ith  ca re . Neve r throw

them  on a  f ire  be cause  any ga s  re s idue  cou ld  le ad  to  an e xp lo s ion. I f you suspe ct  an app l iance

o r ga s  conta ine r is  le aking , pa rt icu la rly i f  l iqu id  ga s  s ta rts  to  s pray out , ge t  e ve ryone  aw ay from

the  app l iance  unt i l  the  conta ine r is  empty and the  ga s  ha s  d is pe rs ed  na tura l ly.

W hen t rave l l ing  and on s ite  ensure  the  cyl inde r o r ca rt ridge  is  kept  w e l l  aw ay from  any s ource  o f

hea t  o r ign it ion. Keep it  upright  a t  a l l  t imes  (un le s s  it  is  de s igned to  be  used  o the rw is e ) and

aw ay from  damp, d irt , dus t  o r anyth ing  tha t  cou ld  damage  the  conta ine r o r it s  va lve  equ ipment .

If you have  the  use  o f a  t ra i le r keep the  ga s  s upp ly in  the re  and no t  in  the  ca r and avo id  keep ing

a  cyl inde r in  your tent  ove rn ight .



R em em ber:
NEVER use  a  naked f lame  to  look fo r le aks . A  pungent  sme ll  is  added to  the  ga s  to  make

it  e a sy to  de te ct . The  ga s  is  heavie r than a ir and  w il l  poo l on the  ground

If a  p ie rceab le  ca rt ridge  le aks , a l low  it  to  empty na tura l ly in  a  w e l l-vent i la ted  a rea  and

do  no t  a t tempt  to  d is conne ct  o r re conne ct  it

A lw ays  turn o ff the  ga s  on a  convent iona l cyl inde r be fo re  d is conne ct ing  fo r t ra ve l

Neve r sm oke  w hen chang ing  cyl inde rs  o r ca rt ridge s

Make  sure  a l l  vent i la t ion s pa ce s  a re  cle a r o f obs t ruct ions

Site  ga s  app l iance s  aw ay from  flammable  ma te ria ls  be fo re  l ight ing  and neve r move  them

w hen l it

Ca rry a  s u itab le  f ire  b lanke t  and/o r f ire  e xt ingu is he r, know  how  to  use  it  and  make  sure  it

ha s  no t  pa s sed  it s  e xp iry da te

Be  aw a re  o f the  dange rs  o f ca rbon monoxide  po is on ing  and cons ide r us ing  a  CO  a la rm  -

s ee  w w w .myccc.co .uk/CO sa fe ty.

If you ha ve  fe e dba ck on our ne w  forma t Da ta she e t, p le a se  le t us know , using our short

Fe e dba ck Form.



W eb :   The  Camping  and Ca ravanning  C lub

T he  Camping and Ca ravanning C lub 
Greenf ie lds  House , 
W estw ood W ay  
Covent ry  
CV4 8JH

Tel:  024 7647 5442

W eb :   Ca lo r

Ca lo r Gas , 
A t hena  House , 
A t hena  Drive , 
T ac hbrook Pa rk, 
W arw ic k 
CV34 6RL

Tel:  0800 626626

W eb :   Campingaz

Co leman UK, 
Pa rish W harf  Es t a t e , 
Ha rbour Road, 
Port ishead, 
Bris t o l 
BS20 9DA

Tel:  01275 845024

W eb :   Flogas

F logas  UK, 
Rayns  W ay , 
W at e rmead Bus iness  Pa rk, 
Syst on, 
Le ic s  
LE7 1PF

Tel:  0800 574574

W eb :   Gas low

Cast le  Bus iness  Pa rk, 
Pav ilion W ay , 
Loughborough 
LE11 5GW

Tel:  0845 400 0600

C o ntacts 


